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LIFE AND TIMES
Suburban Hymns (DeSoto)
Allen Epley has been playing indie rock for so long that the former Shiner front-
man’s new album trickles down with a veteran ease. The new lineup for his band’s
second album features former Ring, Cicada bassist Eric Abert and Stella Link
skins-man Chris Metcalf. Mellotron and Moog augment the trio’s visceral, riff-
driven moodiness with Epley’s warm, distinctive tenor coasting above. Meanwhile,
acute melodies and a weaving lyrical narrative create a fog of unease and drift.

MICHAEL PENN
Mr. Hollywood Jr., 1947 (spinART)
Michael Penn’s fifth album finds him filtering his intelligent, mature folk-pop
through the amber lens of post-war America in 1947. This year of transition,
marked by pain and glory—when television went national and the C.I.A. was
formed—overlays Penn’s already effective stories of personal trials with style and
wounded dignity. Stately, reserved but with the rawness nearly visible underneath,
this album will no doubt satisfy Penn’s cult audience. And a few songs laden with
heart-catching hooks, such as “Walter Reed,” may net him an even larger fan base.

WEB: www.michaelpenn.com 
ATTN: Old movie buffs
RELEASE DATE / ADD DATE: Out now / August 9
RADIO: Jeff Price, radio@spinart.com
KEY TRACKS: “Walter Reed,” “Room 712, The Apache,” “On
Automatic,” “(P.S.) Millionaire” 
OF NOTE: Penn recently ended one of the industry’s longest-
running contract disputes with Sony and BMG. Also, yes, he 
is Sean’s brother.

WEB: www.minusthebear.com
ATTN: Ben Gibbard disciples, math geeks
RELEASE DATE / ADD DATE: August 23 / August 16
RADIO: Justin Gressley, justin@aaminc.com
KEY TRACKS: "Pauchuca Sunrise", "The Game Needed Me",
"Drilling", "The Fix" 
OF NOTE: Minus the Bear are comprised of members of
Northwestern acts Botch, Kill Sadie and Sharks Keep Moving. 

WEB: www.thelifeandtimes.com
ATTN: Fans of Ride and Swervedriver
RELEASE DATE / ADD DATE: August 9 / at radio
RADIO: Hilary Erxleben, hilary@planetarygroup.com
KEY TRACKS: “My Last Hostage,” “Charlotte St.,” “A Chorus 
Of Crickets”
OF NOTE: Suburban Hymns was produced by ubiquitous indie
icon J. Robbins. 

MINUS THE BEAR
Menos El Oso (Suicide Squeeze)
With song titles like "Thanks For The Killer Game Of Crisco Twister," Minus The
Bear have always been known as "that band with the clever song titles.” On Menos
El Oso (Spansh for you-know-what), they’ve dropped the comedy act but retained
the mathy beats, tricky time changes and carefully calculated guitar riffs that have
long defined their sound. At times bordering on too perfectly composed for its
own good, subtlety and intricate layering, plus the occasional Death Cab-esque
emotional outburst, give this album just enough substance to keep you rapt.
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